Renal hemodialysis and maternal serum triple analyte screening.
The obstetrical management of women with renal disease is complicated and associated with increased fetal and maternal morbidity. However, maternal serum screening is an integral part of obstetrical care and should be offered to all women. We found that maternal serum levels of a-fetoprotein and human chorionic gonadotropin did not significantly change as a result of hemodialysis, whereas levels of unconjugated estriol were markedly decreased following hemodialysis. Maternal serum screening should be limited to alpha-fetoprotein analysis in women undergoing hemodialysis until the effects of hemodialysis on all serum analytes are better delineated.